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EDITORIAL. 

IN THE FIRST RANK OF NATIONAL 
SERVICE. 

T h e  Right Horn. Chcis;tolplhRr Addism, M.P., 
Y.C., Minister ob Heailth, im an  addlress d+ 
livered o n  February 12th~ art: the forty-thlird 
Annual Meeting of the Torquay Branch oE t h e  
Queen Victoria Jubaee Institute, spoke of the 
work of thle Instil-ute a s  being in the firsit rank 
a f  National Service, an expression of opinion 
m b i h  a11 who know anything of the work of 
Queen's Nurses will m r d i y  enciorse. me 
Institute, said Dr. Addisan, sat an e x d e n t  
example in goad, daily, needlful and &cient 
work at a n  inexpensive cost. The problems of 
-the present day called for &terminaiIion, sdf- 
dmlial, foresight and patience, and t h y  were 
.struggling to Sm,ptrcrve the hiealth of the  nation 
ak a tlima when everything is more oolstly and 
molre difficult than ever. 

Dr. Addlison then s p k e  of the Maternity and 
$Child Welfare Services of the country generally, 
g iv ing  some interesting ddads.  

There are, he  said, at the present tlime, 
fhirwghouk the country, 1,goo matesnlity and 
.child welfare cemtres, which, farm the r d y i n g  
- p i n t  of the  whole schema of the Service: 

Then there a r e  3,560 trained health visi.borrs, 
.and t h e  Minister of H d t h  expressed his grati- 
fication that  2,300 c& these were trained nurses. 

It is, calciulsted to make the most careless 
amongs t  u s  think, tol learn that  there are in 
the elementary &ads tocday no less than 
I,OOO,OOO childken suffering fram dLsabi1itie 

whioh, mlight have been prevented-cbild'rm 
panhially blind(, partially d k d ,  or suffet-hg from 
nasal. obstruction. Dr. Add& went m. to 
.say that  between 1911 m d  December 3Id, 1920, 
~64,000,000 had been paid orut under the 
National Insurance Scheme in sickness and dis- 

ability benefit. If the drisabilities he  had men- 
tioned had1 not been acquired In. childhood some 
&IO,OOO,OOO of Wis sum would1 not have been 
called for. 

The  Ministry d H d t h  has, made a special 
investigation of the work for mothers and 
infants thrmghOru% the cciuntry, as a result of 
which schemes have been develcqmdo for imprw- 
ing the training and1 position of health visitors, 
miidwives and nurses. Th'e result of these 
efforts are apparent. Dr. Addism states that  
in the last twenty years of the last century the 
death, rate of infants during their first year of 
life was 148 per thousand of the' pqxdatian. 
In the first deaade of the present century it was 
128 par thousand'; from 1910 to 1920 i t  averaged 
108 ; and last year it was 80. T h e  Minister ex- 
pressed the view that the rate .shmld not be 
higher than 50. 

Referring to the cos t  af the Maternity and 
Child Welfare work, Dr. Addisan said that it 
waq rather less khan one-fifth of a p n n y  in the 
& d the Budget, and not a penny cm the sates. 
I-Ie challenged anyone to find a branch of the 
national eltpendibre which in the last two years 
had m l y  msf this aimount that'hacl p r d h c e d  
a like .result. 

We agree with Dr. Addison that a return to 
the conditions of the first decade of the present 
umtury, with an average iafant mortality of 
128, would be a waste of life, happiness and 
effort which no sane ecmamist m l d  justify, 
and we look farward to the time when, as the  
manifold h d t h  agencies of t h e  country, berth, 
remedial and preventive, are cocordinated under 
the zgis d the Ministry of Health- policy 
indicated in Dr. Addison's Address to the a n -  
t d  Poor Law Conference m Tuesday last- 
the w&e of life will still further 'decrease, and 
the standard of health, and therefore ,of wag+, 
earning capacity, will be materially raised. 
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